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In the ceremony which I witnessed even the
system of drinking the saks9 called san-san kudo,
(literally three times three, nine times), was greatly
simplified. Formerly, sake was quaffed nine
times. If the ceremony is performed in an old and
strictly ceremonious manner the man drinks first,
taking two sips from the top saucer of the three
which are laid before him. Then he pours some
of the wine from one pot to another after which
he takes a third drink* Tlien it is the bride's
turn. She takes three sips from the second
saucer. The man completes the ceremony by
drinking three times from the third cup. The
wedding ceremony has always varied tremendously
in different parts of Japan. Now it is usually the
bride's privilege to drink the wine first. At the
lidabashi Shrine the bride drank first from the top
cup which was then taken to the groom, and he
drank. Then he took up the second cup and
on a tray which contained a representation of the islands of
Takasago where the famed "mutual old age pine** stands
which is noted because it consists of two trees growing
from one root. The pine, being an evergreen, represents
unchanging constancy and the figures of the old man and
woman which accompany it are the spirits of the pine. The
bridegroom then drank more wine from kettles surmounted
by gold and silver butterflies and^more condiments were
offered. Then the feast commenced. The customs varied
according to the social rank of the participants.
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